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AN

ASSIZE-SERMON

Preach’d At
NORTHAMPTON.

1 Tim. L 8. _
The Law 1 Good, if a Man ufe it lawfully.

HE Apoftle St Paz! having conftituted Timo-
I thy Bifhop of Epbefus, begins this his firft
Epiftle to him with a declaration of the Au-
thority by which he ated, and firft opens his Commif ver «
fion, before he proceeds to thofe Injunétions which
were the proper execution of it: After this, as a Spi-
ritual Father, commending Timothy to the Grace ofver.».
God, whom he ftiles his s Son 22 2he Faith, becaule
he had been the happy Inftrument of his Converfion,
he goes on to inftruct him in the difcharge of his high ver 5.
Office, and particularly cautions him {as he before
had done) againft a fet of Men, (whether Gnofticks ver ¢
or others) who it feems were attempting to graft upon
Chriftianity fuch Fables and fﬂageﬁ Gencalogies as
could have no better effect, than to muniffer gueflions,
rather than Godly edifying which #s in Faith : In op-
pofition therefore to thefe, the Apoftle declares what vert s.
is the true end and defign of the Evangelical Com-
mandment, namely Charity, out of a pure beart , and
of agood Confeience, and Faith unfeigned, from which, vt o
faith he, fome baving fwervd, bave turid afide unto
: A2 AR
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vain jangling, intimating that when once men depart
from thele fubftantial dutys, and let goe Faith and
Charity, purity of Heart and a good Confcience,
they commonly take up with meer fhadows, and bufy
themfelves in endlefs difputations about things that
profit not. However thefe men (probably to make
themielves the more popular) affetted to appear great
Zealots for the Law, ( that is, the Moral Law, as 13
evident from thofe Inftances of the breaches of it in
the verfes immediately following my Text) tho they
were perfect ftrangers to its meaning, and yet more
fo to 1ts power, defiring to be teachers of the Law,
underSanding neither what they fay,nor wheregf they
affirim.

Whereupon the Apoftle does not here, or any
where elfe, goe about to make void the Moral Law,
but infinuates, that they were the trueft Friends to
the Law who beft obfervd the precepts of it, allowing
as in the Text that the Law is Good, i a man ufe it
latufully. In which words there is

Firft a Truth afferted, the Law is Good.
Secondly a Condition annext, If a man ufe it law-
fully.

In difcourfing upon the former, I fhall at this time
and on this occafion confider

Firft the Neceflity and ufefulnefs of the Laws of
God.
Secondly the Neceflity and ufefulnefs of the Laws
of Men.
Thirdly the Excellency of our own Laws, or the
Happinefs of our national Eftablilhment aggl
Confti-
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Conftitution: with reference to which I fhall
proceed
Fourthly to confider the Condition annext; and
Laftly draw fome Inferences from the whole, and
fo conclude,

And Firft of the neceffity and ufefulnefs of the
Laws of God. The neceflity of Laws arifeth from our
Ignorance of, and indifpofition to do what is Good;
for as the Precepts of Laws ferve to point out to us
what is the Good and the right way, fo their San-
€tions, that is, the rewards and punifhments annext,
oblige us by the powerful fprings of hope and fear to
obferve and follow it.

Had we a perfe€t knowledge of our Duty, and no
averfion to the practice of it, there would be no need
of Law toinftruct, or to perfwade us; in this cafe more
efpecially, if we had no Laew, we fbonld be a Law unto
our felves: but foralmuch as we have Propenfions to-
wards Evil, as well as Good, and according to the
Apoftle the Fle/b lufleth against the Spirit, and the Gilss.
Spirit againfl the Flefb, and thefe are contrary the one
to the other ; it was neceflary that he who knew our
frame fhould infert fuch Laws, as might rightly de-
termine our choice amidit {uch different Inclinations,
and dire€t, and excite us fo walk in the way we
Should go.

It is not, it cannot be, fit that Man, much lefs that
fallen Man, fhould be left altogether in the hands of
his own Counfel, or be givern over 2o bis own beart's
fufis , or {fufferd without controul to fellery bis eaen
Imaginations. Alas! fuch is the degeneracy of human
nature, that taking a view of it from its ruins, and not

© from
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from its original beauty, it might well give occafion

to that ill-natured Philofopher to conclude, * That a

ftate of natureis a ftate of war; and the condition of

every man too much like that of [/bmael, of whom it

Gen.16.is {aid, bis hand will be againfl every man, and every
" man's hand again§l bim.

Among the many things that are the objeéts of
choice fome are naturally good, and others naturally
evil, that is, fome contribute to the Perfeftion and
happinefs of our nature, and others to the corruption
and mifery of it; the perfuit of the former is Moral
Good, the perfuit of the latter is Moral Evil: and the
Law of nature direéts us in the profecution of the one,
and in the avoidance of the other; a Law aiming at
the perfetion of our nature, and promoting our own
happinels, and the happinefs of thofe who are of the
fame kind with uvs.

This Law is written originally in every man’s heart,
that 15, there are, as it were, interwoven in his Confti-
tution {uch Principles, as incline him to confult his
own true Good, and the good of his Fellow-Creatures,
in which his own is invely'd. As a Rational and So-
ciable Creature he may, in a multitude of cafes, plainly
perceive what is advantagious, or injurious to himfelf
or others ; and the Laws of (elf- Prefervation, and a re-
gular felf-love on one fide, and Juftice and Honour,
Compaflion and Charity on the other, oblige him to
follow that which s Good, both towards himfelf and to-
wards all SMen ;. and the pleafure arifing from good
attions, and the fhame and fear arifing from bad, and
the many prefent and future conveniences, or inconve-
niences attending the one, or the other, are properly
the natural Sanétions of thofe Laws, as being rewards

or
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or punifhments confequent in the nature of things
upon our obfervance, or non-obfervance of them.
_ But becaufe this Law of nature is a Ligh? [bining
in a dark place, and thro’ the corruption of our Un.
derftandings, and the perverfnefs of our Wills, it is not
fufficient to guzde our feet into the ways of peace it has
pleas'd God to fbetw thee, O man, what #s Good, and by
exprefs declarations of his Will, by the force of reveal'd
Religion as well as Natural, by Mofes and the Pro-
phets, by Chrift and his Apoftles, to oblige thee to doe
Juflly, to love mevcy,and to walk bumbly with thy God.
Thefe Laws therefore well deferve the charater of
Holy, Jusl, and Good, they are in their defign, but as fo Rom 7.
many fences to our happinefs,fo manyGuardianAngels, '
as it were, 7o éﬁfﬁ the way of the Tree of Life; they are
only neceffary checks upon the irregular appetites and
paffions of men, and checks upon them no farther than
thi:{l are mifchievous to them{glves or others: fo that
in this fenfe we may clearly underftand thofe words of
the Apoftle, the Law is not made for a righteous man,
but for the lawlefs, and difobedient, for the ungodly, I
and for Sinners, for unholy and pﬂépﬁdﬂf, the Law be-
ing moft properly faid to be made tor him, upon whom
it is the greateft reftraint, or who needs it mofit.
Foralmuch then as the Laws of God in their general
aim intend only to curb the exorbitant thoughts,
words and works of men, thoughts, words and works,
that are prejudicial to the good of man,and the glory
of God ; and Sixw, which is the tranfgre/fion of the Law,
is always attended with punifhment, and natural is the
genuine fruit of Moral Evil ; infomuch that every one
will find to be true what God by the Prophet threatned
Ifrael, that his own Iniquity fhonid corred® him;, corretjer.a.ro.
him
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him fometimes with fhame and horror, fometimes
with pains and aches of body, fometimes with waft of
eftate, lofs of good name, and in the iffiie with a repro-
bate mind, nay fometimes with temporal Judgments,
and without Repentance with eternal damnation : cer-
tainly that Law 5 Good, whole end is to guard us
againft thele evils, and by the cords ¢f a mian, by love to
our {elves, to our own eafe, peace, and fafety, to draw
us into the ways of Righteoufnefs and Salvation.

By all which we may difcern the neceflity and ufe-
fulnefs of the Laws of God, and on thefe accounts
we may pronounce of them, what God upon a review

Gen. 1. pronouncd of all his works, Bebold they are wvery
it Good,

But by what I have faid concerning the Laws of
God, and their directive and coercive power, it will
perhaps be thought that there is no need of any other.
L fhall therefore proceed to confider

Secondly the Neceflity and ufefulnefs of the Laws
of Men.

And Firft the Laws of Men are neceffary to enforce
the Laws of God.

Secondly to determine, and fecure every man's Pro-
perty. And

Thirdly to encourage, or difcourage, what may be
advantagious, or difadvantagious, to the particu-
lar circumftances of any people.

Firft the Laws of men are neceffary to enforce the
Laws of God. Indeed when we confider the Authority
of the Almighty and All-wife Lawgiver, whofe Laws
are the Refult of infinite Wifdom,and guarded ahtﬁut

at
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with infinite Power, we may well cry out what #s man,
that he fhould be more regarded than the Soveraign
Lord of Heaven and Earth, or be obey'd and fear'd
where God is not? Or if we confider the prefent and
future rewards,or punifhmentsattending or following
our obedience, or difobedience to the Laws of God,
efpecially thofe powerful Sanétions, eternal Life and
eternal Death, one might well think nothing fhould
be able to add to their force, nothing need be added
to their force, to make men fand in awe and not fin.
Eternal Life which is the Gift of God thro Jefus Chrifl
our Lovd, 15 in its felf the moft defirable blelling, be-
caufe moft commenfurate to the capacitys of our na-
ture, and to every good Chriftian’s defire, who has
hopes full of lmmortaliry: and Eternal Death, in the
Gofpel fenfe of it (which is a life in eternal mifery) is
juftly to be efteem’d the King of Terrors: yet flill for-
afmuch as wicked men chule to walk by fight, and not
by Faith, and prefent and fenfible things are the chicf
fubject of their thoughts, their defires, their fears, and
their hopes ; forafmuch as Sinners in general (like what
we read of the two Elders in the Hiftory of Sufanna)
pervert their own minds and turn away their eyes,
that they may not look unto Heaven , nor remember
Just Fudgments;, it is very fit that their eyes fhould be
awaken'd on this fide Hell by the fear of men, and that
bodily pain and prefent fuffering fhould keep them in
awe, who have hardn'd their hearts againft what is
Spiritual and Eternal.

And this makes Human Laws neceflary, which ob-
lige thofe to be fubjeét for wwrath, that will not be fo
for confcience [ake, and on that account the Magiftrate
beareth not the fword invain, for be is the Minifler Rom ;.

A :
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rom11.0f God, a Revenger to execute wrath upon him that
* doth evil
Thus it is in the power of the Magiftrate, and there-
fore it is his great duty to fupport the Laws of God
and to enliven them with frefh vigour, to be the Guar-
dian of his Honour, to maintain and encourage Re-
ligion,and to punifh the breaches of thofe Laws, which
relate more immediately to God himfelf, as well as
thofe that concern our felves, or our dealings with
one another; the great end and defign of Human Go-
1 Tim. yernment being this, that we may lead quict and
**  peaceable lives in all Godlynefs and Honely.

Secondly the Laws of Men are neceflary and ufe-
ful to fecure every man’s Property. The Natural
and Moral Laws of Juftice and Equity oblige us to
give to every man his due: but Human Laws do not
leave men thus at large, but particularly {pecify in
many Inftances what fhall be accounted fo, what
one may demand and another fhall perform. Private
Rights would often be very precarious, were they not
fetled by Publick Authority, and partiality would
too much prevail, were men left altogether to judge
for themf{elves.

The Foundation of Property I conceive to be, a
mutual agreement among affociated bodies of Men,
determining what each man may fairly call, and en-
joy as his own: for were Houfes and Lands and
Goods and Chattels laid open without any Politick
Inclofure, we fhould in many cafes not know what
was our Right, much lefs be able to preferve it: but
when the Law has determined what each man may
call his own, and guards him againft thofe that would

make
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make Incroachments upon him, in this cafe every
Individual is the more eafie and fafe in his Poflef:
fions; and thereby encourag'd to labour, whilft he fees
that his Labour is not likely to be in vain : by this
means he does not fear, that what be fows anather
Sball veap, or that whild he planteth a Vineyard an-
other fball eat the fruit thereof, but under the Pro-
te€tion of the Law he quietly enjoys the benefit of all
bis Labour, qvbich be taketh under the Sun,

How endlefs would be the contentions if there were
no publick rules to fix and guard private Property,
and no Human Laws to reftrain the Ambition of
fome, and the Coveteoufnefs of others, and in general
to curb thofe Paflions, that are for engrofling more
than they ought to themfelves? I may fafely fay, if
there was no Property, there would be very little

Honefty, lefs Induftry, and no comfortable Society
n the World.

Thirdly the Laws of Men are neceflary and ufefull
to encourage, or difcourage what may be advanta-
gious, or difadvantagious to the particalar circum-
ftances of any People. Human Laws direét the ma-
nagement of the feveral capacitys and powers of par-
ticular perfons to the fupport and welfare of the
whole Society govern'd by them.

‘Tis true, Diligence and Induftry in general, are
ftrictly bound upon us by the Laws of God, but in
what way, or manner, in what particular trades, or
Callings, this Diligence and Induftry is to be us'd, and
under what reftriétions, limitations, or encourage-
ments, is matter for the determination of the Laws of
Men : thus for inftance, they preferibe what Manu-

B faltures
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fattures to improve at home, what commerce to efta-
blifh abroad; how to manage to the beft the Product
of our own Land, and how to obtain from other INa-
tions what 1s wanting in our own, and by a well regu-
lated traffick to communicate bleflings with almoft
every Nation under Heaven.

If there were no Human Laws to the contrary, [dle-
nefs and Fraud would much more abound amongft
us; but thefe are a {pur to induftry and a check to
fraudulent dealing, whilft they are made ufe of as they

1Pera, ought, for the Punifbment of evil doers, and for the
“ Praife of them that do well. Nay tho'that great Du-
ty of Charity is taught us by meer Inftin€t, and mercy
and pity to the poor and miferable are ftrongly plea-
ded for by the Voice of Nature, as well as of Grace;
vet if the Laws of Men did not oblige {fome to take
care of their Poor, I fear they would be deaf to the
foundings of their own Bowels; and tho' precept be
npon precept and line upon ipwe , nay tho' they them-
felves fubfift upon Mercy, would yet of themfelves be
backward to fhew Mercy.

Since then Human Laws may be faid to apply the
general Laws of God to the particular exigencies and
circumitances of any Society, obliging every Mem:-
ber in it to aét in his particular Station with that
Diligence, Honelty and Charity , as becomes a focia-
ble Creature; therefore alfo it may be faid of thefe
Laws, thus qualified, that they are very Good. And
from this general view of the ufefullnefs of Human
Laws, it may not be improper before this Auditory,
at this time particularly to defcend

Thirdly
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Thirdly to the Confideration of the Goodnefs of
our own, or the excellency of that Conftitution and
National Eftablithment under which welive. And

Firft with regard to our Religious Rights, how
many Laws are there whofe end and defign is the fe-
curity of God's Honour amongft us ? Profanenefs
and Immorality and the feveral Species of them are
difcouragd by Law, (and oh! that they were as
much difcouragd by Example too) as becometh a
Chriftian Magiftracy and a Chriftian People. The
publick exercife of God's Worfhip is taken care of in
our Statute , as well as in the Diviwe Law, and that
both as to the Place, the Manner, the Time and Per.
fons concern'd in the publick Adminiftration of it ;
and lafting Provifion is made for the maintenance of
thofe that wait at the Altar, that they may not de-
pend for their allowance on the humours of the Peo-
ple, nor be left to their Charity altogether, who might
be too apt to defpife thofe whom they held in fuch
vile Subjettion: nay (out of Gratitude be it fpoken )
in Conformity to the Laws of God, the Tribe of Levi,
the Clergy of this Land are diftinguifhed with fa-
vours : not only our manifold dues are afcertaind,
and conveyd to us by as firm Laws, as thofe which
fettle other men's Eftates; but alfo the Higheft Or-
der amongft usis dignified with Temporal Honour, as
a mark of refpeét due to their Charatter and Office,
which in a Chriftian Nation jultly renders them zor-
thy of donble Honour.

We mav, nay we ought to remember that our
hurch is farther encouragd and eftablifd by Law,
and

1T
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and as it is a great blefling to have Kings its nur/ing
Fathers and Queens its nurfing Mothers, {oitis enact-
ed that no one fhall fit on the Throne, nor any body
be in any confiderable Office of Truft or Profit under
the Civil Government, but what owns himfelfa Mem-
ber of the Ecclefiaftical by the moft folemn aét of
our moft Holy Religion. Such a fecurity of fuch a
Proteflant Succeflion both of Prince and Magiftracy
fhould be very valuable in our eyes, who have fo
lately feen and felt the dangers and miferys we were
in from a Pops/b Adminiftration.

And if our Lawgivers have thought fit to grant
to tender Confeiences the liberty of ferving God in
their own way; yvet, on the one hand, let all thofe
who have receiv'd this favour, remember always from
whofe hands they receiv'd it, namely from theirs who
were Members of the eftablilh’'d Church, and let them
at all times fhew themfielves therewith content, and
never make the leaft Incroachments upon Their
Rights, who have been thus indulgent unto them:
And on the other, let not this make any of us who
are of the eftablifh’d Church, forget that the National
encouragement is ftill appropriated to us, nor over-
look the many and valuable Privileges we enjoy un-
der the Protettion of the State, which are beft pre-
ferv'd by adue fenfe of and thankfulnefs for the fame,
and {uch a faithfull difcharge of our refpetive du-
tys, as will abundantly fhew that the Church is as
ferviceable to the State, as the State to the Church;
that fo their mutual Interefts by mutual good Offi-

ces may be continued down from Generation to Ge-
neration,

Secondly
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with eafe, fafety and pleafure what we fhould will,
what becomes us as rational and fociable Creatures
to do.

A People cannot well be in a worle ftate than that
of Ifrael when they were under no Government, and
every man did that which was Right in his own eyes,
A Liberty which God Almighty exprefsly forbad his
own People: forin truth fuch a Freedom is not pro-

- perly Liberty, but Licentioufnefs ; a Freedom which

eut. 4.

they think leaft of who contend moft for juft Liber-
ty, and who know the worth of the Law too well,
to defire that the Subject fhould be lawlefs, or any
Perfon whatfoever (unlefs by way of Punifhment)
without Law.

Again the Property of the Subjeét is fixt and
ouarded by many determinate Laws, that fhew the
tendernefs of our Governours for every private Per-
fon's good. No man is fubject to the Arbitrary Will
of another, nor does he hold as a Tenant at will what
is hzs by verbal Bargain or by manual conveyance, or
by inheritance, but the meaneft Perfon amongft us
has his remedy againft the incroachments of the Great-
eft: the men of Wealth and Power have no Prote-
&ion by Law againit the juft complaints of the Poor,
but the Lateis opein, they may implead one another :
and the Law confiders not who 15 High, or who is
Low, but who has Right: fo that upon the whole
I may take up thofe words of Molfes, what nation
s there fo great that bath Statutes and Judgments

o vighteons , as all this Law which 1 fet before you

thes day.
But , be the Law ever fo good, it 15 but a dead
Letter withoutadue execution: I fhall proceed there-
fore
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fore in the next place to confider the condition in
the Text, If @ Man ufe it lawfully: the Law 15 Good,
i aman ufe it lawfully, Thelawful ufe of any Law
is the ufingit fo as may belt attain the End of that
Law, that it may have its defign'd Effet, and anfwer
the Purpofe for which it was made.

And here I cannot but admire the wife Provifion
that is made by our Conftitution for the Execution
of thefe its moft excellent Laws: The Supreme Go.
vernour, was fbe to attend upon the Adminiftra-
tion of Juftice daily from the rifing up of the Sun un-
to the going down thereof, could not in her own Per-
fon hear, determine and give to every man what is
Right amidft fo great a People ; or if fbe could, her
diftant fubjets would find great difficulty in having
recourfe to the throne uponevery occafion: There-
fore thatall may enjoy the benefitofthe Law, which
was intended for the benefit of all, Juftice is in a
manner brought home toevery man's Door, and Sub-
ordinate Judges are appointed as conftant Prefervers
of the Peace from the one corner of the Land unto
the other. From whom as Guardians of their Rights
the People in many cafes may have immediate Re-
drefs of their wrongs, or be fecur'd of Right by a
more Publick Adminiftration of 7uflice and Judg-
ment.

For twice in the year Juftice makes as it were a fo-
lemn Proceffion thro the Land, and invites all the
aggrievd to come unto Her that they may have help,
and condemns, or acquits all thofe whom the Infe-
rior Judges above mentioned had refervid to this
more open and folemn Judicature. This branch of

our Conftitution is very agreeable to what jethro
Mofes's
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Mofes's Father in Law advis'd and Mo/es approvd,

Exod18. Thou fbalt provide, faith he, out of all the People

“n " able men, /{;:’r;b as fear God, Men of Truth, hating
covetoufnefs, and place fuch over them, and let them
Judge the people at all feafons , and it fball be that
every great matter they fball bring unto thee | but
cvery [mall matter they fball judge ; [o fball it be ea-
Jier for thy felf, and they [ball bear the burthenwith
thee: It is thus the Juftices of the Peace refer the
weightier matters to the Determination of the Judges,
and prepare the way at the Seffions for a more deci-
five Judgment at the Affizes.

A Judgment, that prevents a thoufand mifchiefs,
where it punifhes one: The Solemnity ofit ftrikes a
dread into many others befides the Prifoners at the
Bar , and a Malefactor now and then executed ac-
cording to Law makes many others afraid to offend;
infomuch that they that are wickedly difposd, lefs
dare thereupon to commit Juiguity to be punifbid by
the Judges.

I am perfwaded that through the Honourable and
aweful Prefence of you, My Lords, on thefe occafi-
ons, our Houfes are more fafe from fear all the year
after, and there isat all times far lefs complaning in
ouy Streets, 1t is not_all the benefit we enjoy from
thefe folemn Affemblies, that we fee and hear of fome
few Grievances removd, or that here and there an
honeft man is reliev'd by Law, and the Spoil of the
wicked pluckidout of his Teeth. Thefe vifible advan-
tages we juftly take pleafure to behold; but the Invi-
ible ase infinite: for God only knows how many are
kept from doing, or fuffering injuries atall thro'the
fanfe and power of the Law, thro a fenfe thatL the

aw
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Law will defend thofe whom any one dares to op-
prefs, and that the Wickednefs of the H#icked fball
fall only on bis own pare. So that upon the whole we
may perceive with great fatisfaction how from thefe
Fountains of Juftice, Fudement runs down amongst Amess
us like waters, and Righteoufnefs asa mighty ffream:viyiy
the Mountains, they bring peace,and the hittle Hills
Righteonfnefs unto the People.

But, on the other hand, when the Law fhall be
fo interpreted as to be made as it were a Felo de fe,
when a Prince, inftead of difpenfing the Laws in
Equity, fhall difpenfe with them at pleafure; Or
fhall appoint Judges to execute Juftice, whofe very
Commiflion is an act of Injuftice, and breach of the
Law; Or fhall put Magiftrates into Office not that
they may do jultly, but that Satan-like they may turn
unjuft Accufers of their Brethren, and lay to their
charge things that they know not, Magiftrates that
fhall make the very Law a Party thro' a partial ad-
muniftration of it; Such perverting of Juftice, and
under colour of Law robbing men of their Life,
Goods, Good Name, or the like, is the worft ufe that
can be made of it; this is ufing Law unlawfully, and
making it an Inftrument of the greateft Oppreflion.

And fuch Oppreffion is enough, as Solomon faid , to
make a Hife man mad: a Man that knows and confi-
ders the true value of Liberty,and the juft and proper
ufe of power, theobligations of thofe that arein Au-
thority, and the natural and civil Rights of thefe
that are under it, cannot bear with any Patience, they
fhould be made a prey to their Fellow-Creatures, or
be devoured by thofe who are of the fame Kind with
them. Such a view of things gave Solomon a frefh oc-

G2 cafion
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cafion to pronounce Vanity on things here below,
Ecclef.1V. 1,2, 3. Ireturw'd, {aid he, and confider'd
all the OpprefSions that are done under the Sun, and
behold the Tears of fuch aswere oppreffed and they
had no Comforter y, and on the fide of their Oppref-
fors there was power but they bad no Comforter:
wherefore 1 praisd the Dead which are already
Dead, more than the living which are yet alive, yea
better s be than both they, which bath not yet been,
who hath not [een the evil work that is dowe under
the Sun.

I might mention, ifI had time, how the Law may
be us'd unlawfully in a more private refpect,as when
a Man goes to Law out of meer Vexation and Re-
venge, or with a defign and purpofe of doing wrong
without any fhadow of Right on his fide, but onlyin
hopes of wearying another out of his right, and that
not by the preference of his caufe but prevalency of
his Wealth. This is in the worfe fenfe 70 opprefs
the Poor becanfe be is Poor; and fuch over-bearing
doings are intolerable, and the Doer of them in the
eye of the Gofpel if not of the Law is athief and
a Robber.

However, tho' in thefe and many fuch like cafes,
the Law may thro’ abufe become a great Grievance,
( as the beft things may be corrupted and thereby
commence the worft ) yet the juft and regular ufe
of it is and will be always a Blefling. And Happy
are we who have fuch good and wholefome Laws
on the one hand, and on the other fuch a Prince,
who has no other thoughts but to gavern according

irés. to them , and no other defire, thanthar ber qfficers
% nay be Peace and her Exallors Righteoufnefs ; that
Fiolence
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Violence may no more be bear'din our Land, Wafil-
tng nor deflruction within onr borders y but that our
Walls may be falvation and our Gates Praife.

I comenow in the laft place to draw fome Infer-
ences from the whole and {o conclude. And

Firft from the Neceflity and ufefulnefs of the Laws
of God, I infer, that we ought not to murmur at
thofe Reltraints, which we may perceive are laid on-
ly upon our Difpofitions to hurt. ILaws oblige us
indeed to ferve, but then it is to {erve our proper
Mafter; and are Prefervatives from a worle {lavery,
Namely that to Satan, and our own Lufts: If they
are chains , they are fuch as are marks of Honour
not of {ervitude, according to that of Selemon, They
Sfball be as anOrnament of Grace unto thy HE&J and" "
Chawns abont thy neck. This therefore thould dif; pufe us
rather to adore the Goodnefs of God, which is fo vifible
inthe Goodnefs of his La ws,ﬂ'ﬂmmﬂdmmn awhich be
hath commanded usfor our Good: and fince they are
in their nature and defign thus Good, we fhould
ftrive to render them in the beft manner fo to us, by

the moft regular ufe, thatis; by a chearful Obedience
unto them.

Secondly , are Human Laws neceflary and ufeful
to enforce the Laws of God, to determine and fecure
every man's Property, and toencourage, or difcour-
age, what may be advantagious, or difadvantagious
to the particular circumftances of any People; Are
the Laws of Men capable of being ferviceable to
thefegood purpofes? Therefore Lawgivers fhould en-

deavour *
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deavout always to make them thus ferviceable; this
fhould be their defign and their aim this. And as
God has ordained Magiftracy for thefc ends, there-
fore Linfer with the Apoftle that we ought to fubmit
 Pet 2. OUY Jedves 2o every Ordinance of man jfor the Lords
15 ﬁkf-

There are many things in the Government of eve-
ry Society which Almighty God has left to the De-
termination of each particular Society; and where
fuch determinations are not contrary to the Laws
of God ( which ought to be their general Rule ) e

o013 yauft needs be fubjelt not only for wrath, but alfo for
Confcience fake.

Thirdly, from the Excellency of our own Laws
and the Happinefs of our National Eftablifhment
and Conftitution, furely every one that hears me this
day will infer withme, that it 1s our great Duty to
prize and value it, and to think nothing too much
to do, or fuffer in the defence thereof againft all In-
vaders whatloever.

Our Laws arethe eftablilh'd fence of our Religion,
Liberties and Properties, the Greateft bleflings on
this fide Heaven, and our Blood and Treafure can
never be better expended than in Guarding thefe
Laws, which are in fo many refpefts a Guard to us.

Almighty God, who is @ God of Order and not of
confufion, without all doubt requires that there fhould
be Government in the world : but he has not pre-
fcrib'd one particular form to every Nation, ( what-
foever fome may at this time fuggeft who would
rob us of our own) but the Laws of each Nation
properly determine the Form of its Goyernment, and

trom
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from them Governours receive particular Rules con-
cerning the Exercife of their Power, and the Go-
vernd particular Rules concerning the Exercife of
their Subjection ; and confequently we may from
hence truly judge who are the beft Princes, the beft
Patriots and the beft Subjets, Namely they that rule,
and they that advife and counfel, and they that obey
according to Law : Provided always that the Law be
Good ; for otherwife, according to the anfiver of St Pe-
terand the other Apoftles to the High Prieft, % ought
to obey God rather than Men.

To conclude therefore, To the Prefervation of our
Excellent Laws, which are the Grand Security of the
Publick Good, let all Parties at all times refolve to
Sacrifice their private Piques and Refentments; and
not by any unreafonable fufpicions of one another
weaken the endeavours of each other for the prefer-
vation of the whole: More efpecially, fince there is
a Pretender that is always ready to improve our
differences to our Deftruction, Who has an Inftru-
tor that is too well versd in all the Arts of do-
ing milchief, Who by his * Letter on the occa-« The
fion of the late Invafien has given fufficient inti-{ e,
mation to the world of his defire-and defign of firb- it
je€ting thefe Nations againtothe See of Kome: and
we may reafonably believe that he has fome fecret
hopes of finding his own account alfo in our™fub-
jetion, : K L at

But fince it has pleasd God in Mefcy to déliver us
from the late horrid attempt of this Pretender, fip-
ported by a Fremch power and animated with
French defigns; let us for the future avoid all thofe

Iuftinétions,,
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Diftin&tions ; as divide , weaken and expofe us; and
cherifh fuch an hearty union among our felves, and
make fuch an Induftrious improevement of all the ad-
vantages that may be reap'd from the late Union with
a Wile and Valiant People, as may difcourage all fu-
ture attempts, or render them as Abortive, as( blef-
{ed haGﬂdI; the laft was. Vet

Methinks the fenfe of common Danger fhould al-
ways awaken usall into a joynt regard for our pub-
lick fafety, and that upon the fame Principle thecom-
mon Good of that Happy Government whereof weare
Members.

Nay forafimuch as it has pleas'd God happily to fur-
nifh us at this time with another fort of Argument,
and by the late G/lorions Victory has again fhewn to-
wards us gracious defigns of Good and nof of Evil, Let
us follow the conduct of our Merciful God, and make
fuch a good ufe at home of our fuccetles abroad, as
may produce in the iffue that only good and defir-
able fruit .of all War, an Honourable and Lafting
Poace - onil

And Laftly, finceall abufe in the Execution of the
Law is fo grievous, let every one according to his
Power, inhis publick and in his private capacity, en-
deavour to prevent it, that our Good Lawsmay not
by any means become Inftruments of Evil ; but that,
thro' a regular and lawful ufe ofthem, all of us, from
the Higheft to the Loweft, may be able from our
own fenfe and experience to fay with affurancein the
words of our Apoftle, #e know that the Law is
Good. ' .- - |
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